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We are pleased to be back online to share what God is doing in and through our youth.  Faafetai tele to our webmaster, Mr. Joel Rogers of Resonate Arts and Media, for tackling the task of designing and launching our site at a most crucial time in our homeland. Many people from around the world are asking us, “How can we help?” With this in mind, we have decided to bring back Connexity, to keep you updated with the most recent disaster, our outreach services, and how you can help. 

Tsunami in the Samoan Islands – September 29, 2009

In His majestic display of beauty and power, we rest in the knowledge that He IS God. We do not question why He did what He did, but we worship Him in His Sovereignty. As the destructive waves flattened our beloved home at around 7 a.m., you could expect the sounds of overwhelming grief. Yet it was the sounds of children, evacuated from school, singing hymns atop one of the mountains where their voices resonated, despite the pain and agony of the brutal truth that lay ahead. 

This has been a season of shaking for our island home….from the closing of one of the tuna canneries which was a major employer in our community to having been hit with such a catastrophe. Our hearts have been deeply saddened and our spirits have literally been shaken. 
Thank you for praying for our family and friends and for the people of our island. We appreciate your continual prayers for the healing of bodies, minds, and souls.
Each and every one of us will be affected by these sudden deaths because of the closeness of our community. To date, the tsunami has taken the lives of 32 people and left over 2,000 people homeless in American Samoa, while 110 people were killed in our neighboring Samoa with more than 4,000 people without homes. 
The vivid images and the memories of the disaster will forever be embedded on our hearts. No amount of money can mend the heart of a parent who was unable to save a child from being swept away, or a teenager who could only hear a grandparent’s desperate cry for help, or a husband who couldn’t break open the door of a sinking truck to save his wife. 
American Samoa is still in the first phase of this tragedy, trying to recover as many people as they can while clearing the debris, supplying the most immediate needs of food, water, shelter, and medicine to those that have been affected. We are grateful for the ongoing relief efforts since the first day with the local EMS, American Red Cross, federal agencies such as FEMA, military units that assisted with search and rescue, as well as the overwhelming response from Samoans and non-Samoans who reside off-island.

Outreaching and Rebuilding

[image: ]While relief supplies are on their way, there is still the most immediate basic needs such as food, water, clothing, and beddings that are needed now. Many people have been traumatized by these events and the need to rebuild and restore a healthy community will be long yet within reach. This tragedy has brought our community together through the power of God’s compassion, which challenged our young participants who were not directly affected by the disaster, to take ownership of their community. 
With the leadership of the Intersections staff, they collected money and bought boxes of food and bottled water. Last Saturday, they joined the Farmers’ Cohort led by Mr. Ed Avegalio, and spent the afternoon distributing food and water to shelters and distressed families on the western side of the island. 
The restoration and rebuilding of our community is far from over.  Some people still sit by the oceanfront….waiting and hoping that their loved one will soon show up.  Others sit on what is left of the foundations of their homes, holding on to the memories and collecting the pieces of their lives that have been shattered. And there are those who cannot return to the ruins of their homes and have not slept for days from being haunted by the power of the ocean and the nightmares of the morning of September 29th.  Several of our children are still lost. Some are grieving over the loss of a parent while many are without homes. 
October 11th is White Sunday. It is a special day when the children are celebrated and have new clothes and the roles are reversed as they will be preaching the message, reciting the scriptures, performing the Bible stories, and singing the hymns to a captive audience of adults. This Sunday, their voices will resonate with so many different meanings. 
How you can help
Your financial contribution is greatly appreciated for the furtherance of our outreach efforts in bringing hope to the hopeless and healing to the wounded heart. Your tax deductible donation can be processed through our website and will go directly to reaching those that have been affected by the tsunami both in American Samoa and in Samoa through the efforts of our YWAM Samoa team. You may also make your check payable to Intersections, Inc. and send it to: Intersections, Inc., P. O. Box 1715, Pago Pago, AS 96799. 
You may also donate the most immediate needs of: canned foods, bottled water, clothes, beddings, tents and canopies, medicine. We would invite you to bring a team that would be able to provide psychological help, traumatic counseling, and spiritual need. 
Please check with your local Red Cross chapter for donating items to American Samoa, as shipping can be costly. Visit us on the web at: www.intersectionsweb.com
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